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(ALL NOTAL) 

FRANKFURT PASS GAO. 

1 . GAO REPS BASED IN FRANKFURT, ACCOMPANIED BY HYMAN S. 

BARAS (GS-15) FROM GAO WASHINGTON, PLAN TO VISIT ACTION 
ADDRESSEE CAPITALS IN PERIOD FROM LATE OCTOBER THROUGH 
MID-NOVEMBER TO CONTINUE STUDY OUTLINED IN REF A. GAO 
REPS INTEND TO BE IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH ACTION ADDRESSEES. 
SUBJECT TO ADDRESSEE POSTS' JUDGMENT, PLEASE ASSIST IN 
ARRANGING FOR APPOINTMENTS WITH DEFENSE AND/OR OTHER 
APPROPRIATE HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

2. — - FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT OF GAO OBJECTIVES 
PROVIDED REF A: 

QUOTE. THIS REVIEW WILL EXAMINE HOW THE MILITARY SERVICES 
AND THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE VIEW THE 
BENEFITS, COSTS, AND PROCUREMENT PROBLEMS OF ACHIEVING 

STANDARDIZATION IN NATO. GAO WILL ALSO OBTAIN VIEWS 
FROM U.S. FIELD COMMANDERS IN EUROPE AS WELL AS NATO 
COMMANDERS. PLANS AND PROGRAMS UNDERWAY OR CONTEMPLATED 
IN THE NATO HEADQUARTERS, CIVIL AND MILITARY, WILL BE 
ASSESSED. GAO WILL ASSESS WHAT STANDARDIZATION NOW 
EXISTS IN NATO. 

GAO S OBJECTIVES ARE: 

(1) TO EXAMINE THE EXTENT TO WHICH STANDARDIZATION OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN NATO. 

(2) TO DETERMINE THE TYPES OF ARMAMENTS WHICH CAN 
PRACTICALLY BE STANDARDIZED FOR NATO'S USE. 

(3) TO IDENTIFY THE MILITARY, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
FORCES WHICH OPERATE TO SLOW THE PROGRESS OF STANDARDIZA- 
TION AND HOW THEY CAN BE COUNTERACTED, INCLUDING: (A) AN 
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IDENTIFICATION OF THE TYPES OF AGREEMENTS NEEDED TO 
ACHIEVE GREATER STANDARDIZATION, AND (B) A DETERMINATION 
OF THE IMPACT ON STANDARDIZATION OF SUCH MATTERS AS 
THE BUY AMERICAN ACT, THE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS, SECURING 
LICENSING RIGHTS, DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN SOURCES OF SUPPLY, 
PRODUCTION CAPACITY OF NATO MEMBERS, AND THE STATE OF 
TECHNOLOGY, PARTICULARLY AMONG SMALLER NATIONS. UNQUOTE. 
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3. FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT OFGUIDELINES FOR 
ARRANGING CONTACTS CONTAINED REF B: 

QUOTE. WE WANT TO CALL ATTENTION OF ADDRESSEES TO FACT 
THAT WHILE GAO IS INVESTIGATIVE ARM OF U.S. CONGRESS, 

THERE IS NO OBLIGATION ON THE PART OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 
OR NATO CIVIL AND MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS OR OFFICIALS TO 
MEET WITH GAO REPRESENTATIVES. ACCORDINGLY. ANY DISCUS- 
SIONS WITH NATO ORGANIZATION OFFICIALS THAT MAY BE 
ARRANGED BY ADDRESSEES SHOULD TAKE PLACE ONLY TO THE 
EXTENT THAT SUCH OFFICIALS MAY BE PREPARED TO MEET WITH 
THE GAO. UNQUOTE. 

ROBINSON 
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